show at he Bowl
lacks the i mtensxty of
hxs earher B}LT gxg

‘a remarkabie concert this |
week in- Lios: Angeles, one |
that: cleayly demonstrated 1

. that the 75-year-old sin

hast things to say withit.:
Unfortunately, it wasn't

‘the performance I caught |

Thursdaynight at the Hoﬂy«
“wood Bowl.
That show,

three in the venue's annual

July 4th Fireworks: ‘Spee:
tacular series, merely reiter-

-ated the established knowl-. k

edge about Robinsor; who

from the early 1960s to the.

Iate ’80s did as much as any-

- onetodevise thesound (and |

set the ambltmns) of mod~
ernsoulmusic.

The exceptloriai gig hapa
peried last Sunday at the
‘broadcast |

BET Awards,
from the Microsoft Theater

downtown, where Robinson

received alifetime achieve-
ment award. Wearing ablue
satiny suit that made him

look like the world's hippest.
pastor, the sitiger accepted

his prize with a beautifully
.composed speech

to resmt the “intoxicating
~lure of self-absorption:

Then he did a medley of

several of his ¢lassics, sing:

[See Robinson, E3}i

A trippy 1972 fils

. Heand his brother Ron would make a film in th

illleitdrug trade,

SCOTT STEVENSON, a Downey native who now lives

g g ; ; : i ERIKA Linwg
1 'MOROCCO- Stevenson in1973, after
“Medina,” purportedly wrapping hashish
a,stm to prepare it for: transportation

North Africancountryasa front tocover up thexr : :

“Theideawas that the mavxe Would be & chver

Fiomdas talks about the hidden reason for makmg the short fllm “Medma.‘

: peﬁméntad short film “Medma

“We wanted to always have a reason why we
were there,” said Stevenson, 61. “The whole point
wastosmuggle hash,” .

The “Medina” scheme - Wlth aplot twist that

“Waspart“Easy Rider,? part “Argo”—might seem
: hard to believe if everyone involved weren’t 5o

it thelr rolesinthe caper How, more

‘k“Medma operatxon

William “Oley” Heni*lckson who served tlme

“in prison in the 1980s on drug charges, makes o
bones about hzs mvolvement m the Moroccan

“Idid what 1 dld and I’m ncot ashamed of it g

Henrickson said “That Wasn’t nobig thing.”

i kEmkayLm,n who Wwas [See ‘Medina,” E5]
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[‘Me&ina from il
married to Henrickson: at
the time ‘gaid she heard

many conversemons about i

the caper.:

“They were being ﬂam‘ ‘

boyant about it,” Linn sajd.
“Iremember th,em yapping
about igkd

The prequei
Stevenson says he wae

ushered ‘into the criminal f

trade by his brother Ron,
whoin the late 1960s had fall-

en in with the Orange:

County drug gang called the
Brotherhood of ~Eternal
Love~the “Hippie Mafia.”
(Ron; who was later ac-
cused by federalprosecutors
of magterminding a $300-
million - Sonoma . County-
based « drug . ring
spanned four continents,
hasn't been seen since 1982
andis presumed dead.)y

In 1969, at the u gmg"of; '

~met a producer who: was
there to make theJnm Hen :

Job provzdmg food to the
film’s crew: (Heislistedasa
- production dssistant in the
movie’s credits) The fim,
released in 1972 to poor re-
views, céntered on the world
of the occudt and eo‘ncluti‘ed
“witha Hendrix coneert .
U “That was one of the
greatest times of my life,”
. said Stevenson, who now
suffers from Parkinson’s dis-
easeandlivesin Florid
_had psychics... we had clair-

voyants from: Sou’ch Ameri- .

ca, we had tai chi people, we
had yogd people, we had as-
trologers.”
Drug use was rampant
. during production, but the
. imprimatur of Warner Bros.
gave things a professional:
“aura, and authoritiesleft the
filmmakers alone, Steven~
sonsaid. -
Whenhereturnedto Cahw
fornia, he mentioned thisto
Ron, whese drug business
was flourishing, Stevenson
said. Ron had by then part-
edways with the Hippie Ma-
fia snd was expanding his
own drug operation, Evetr
tually, he enlisted bis father,

Theodore, who became in--

yolved inthe management of
the enterprise’s money mat-

‘kars;agcording to-Stevenson. .

and & newspaper account
fromtheera: i
: What if “the brothers
- maoved the business closerto
thelicrative cannabis fields
of Morocco?

‘If’he shoot
“Meding,”
corse of four meandering

months n 197, was o trippy:

documentary short directed
by the late Scott Bartlett,
who by all accounts had no
knowledge  of any drug
smuggling,

Ron Stevenson is hsted
ag a producerin the opening
credits; Scott Stevensonwas
aboom operator. :

“Iheld the mike & lot i
Scott said of his role in mak-
ing the film, which appears
on YouTubeinalow-quality,

unauthorized version. But .

3 ‘lWe N

ghiot over the ‘

that o

his main job was to oversee
thecannabisfields, wherehe

lived in a mud hut without

electricity. There, the drugs . k

were prepared for shipment
and packed into the secret

“eorapartments of two Volks-
‘wagen Westphaliabuses.. :

Stevenson saidthateach
“vehicle; which did ‘double

duty - carrying ‘the. movie
equipment, could hold 250

pounds of hash. “My jobwas
“to'pack it into the: vehicles

and do quality control. It

“was pretty well hidden.” The

drug-packed : buses  were
destined forthe U.S. via Eu—
rope, hie said.

Henrlckson who had

first’ smuggled drugs with
‘Ronin1969,said he prepared
the Volkswagens used in the :

““Medina” venture.

 “Weused the filmmaking

- agafront for'the smuggling’

operation,” sald Henrick-
son, who ‘now lives on. &

“ranchinLake County inCal-

ifornia. “I was operating the
smuggling end of the situa-
tion.”

He said that he outfitted
the Volkswagens with cus-

tom-made. fiberglass con-
‘tainers that were inser :
into cavities in the vehicles' @
“floors, boasting, “I never Iost :

aload.” .

Stair, who had met Ronf
111968 and sayshe soon be-
came & member of the Ste-
vensons’ dmg~smuggling
team, was conscripted to

SCOTT STEVENSON in1974 in Rabat, Morocco. The would-be film

drive one’of the buses and ]

expected to receive $25,000
forthejob: -

But he didwt end up driv- ', ,
ing one ofthe buses; instead,
he was then called into ac~

fion ‘on another adventure,
this'one in Afghanistan. He
went with the flow of things.
“Wewerelaid-backguys,”
said Stair, who served prison

time in ‘the 1980s on drug
charges and now lives inthe
- Coachelia Valley. “Most ofus
< didn’t think we were doing

anythmg that wrong ”

‘maker Bartlett who diedtn -

| 1990, was unaware of the

assmtant fondly reeaﬂs those years

had' seven gold Buddhas';
: around ‘my neck and a 75-
gram gold chain, ‘I:once

bought a pocketful of dia-

“mond, ruby and sapphire
“rings — they were $700 or
-$800 apiece ~ and I'd give
.them out if I met a g:rl I

| lked”

"SCREEN QRARS from “Medma,” the 1972 short

cxpemmemel documentary for which Scott Stevem
gon’s older brothor, Ron, was listed as producer. ;

n 2013; Steven‘son self-’

published “Scoundrels in

-Paradise,” a louche look at

his family’s illegal operatlon

Laced with outrageous tales:

of money foolishly spent,

Cwild drug use and travel to

far-flung locales, the book

- hasbeen optioned by. reahty
television ' producer: Jeff.
Singer, whose eredits ‘in-
clude “Top Chef” and “Blind.

Date -

~making :
was shown at the San Franf .
cisco International Film

Northern Cahforma
‘early 1970s.

o 'I,‘he unsuspeetmg ‘
. Despite the flash, even

ose close to the. brothers

were unaware of their ex
: plmts

‘Mark Stevenson, 56 was

. a middle-schooler when he
“yisited his older brothers in

Moroceo  while: they wereg
“Medina,”

Fesnval in 1872. He wasn’t
aware of the smugghng oper-
d'hl ; :

wasn’t mvolved inthe drug-

stuggling - ring. “I-kind of:

knew somethingwas up.”
Stevensor’s: older sister,
Teddi Bush, said that her

brothers told her that they

were in Morocco to make
movies.

Bush said that she even-

'tuaﬂy realized something il

legal was going on wheti she
vigited  her - brot

-“1 walked m and they
showed mea whole suitecasé
full of ‘money,” she said.

- “Then I went, now I know
: ewhat theydo :
‘Several people mvolved; .

mthe scheme including Ste-.
& ‘Venson and Stau; sa1d ﬁlm~

which

: drugasmugg}ing operation.

“There was 1o reason to

" tell him,” Stair said. “These . :
‘fbuses} would be at another

site, being filled. Idon’t think -

hehadaclue”

Bartlett’s son Adam

: ‘Elon ‘Bartlett, said he was

unaware of the Spevensons

; ‘megal business.

- “My dad never told me
ie had any knowledge

that — and he was pretty

pen about his drug use,”

: saxdthe youngerBartlett an .

AlLo Angeles T:mes ar-

“ticle about the 1987 indict-

ment of Ron and 12 other

g members of the Stevenson
‘ring said that it was alleged L
‘10 have “imported marijua-
na, hashlsh ‘and eoccaine

~ worth more than $300 mil-

Jion in street value from

; Memco Morocco, Colombia

: Seo’st who was nolonger

rWorkmg ‘with his brother -

onat the time of his disap-

pearance, said that he isn't

‘concerned about being tar-

© geted by law enforcement

'“I have no Worry about
the feds bothermg me,”said -
Stevenson,  who wasnt

‘named in- the indictment
& ‘and ‘believes the statute of

jonson his part;ezpa~

kk tionin Ror’s drug conspira-

¢y has passed.
~(The statute of limita-

stionsforacrimingl conspira-

¢y extends five years from.

“the last act by any co-con-

spirator,” said Loyola Law

‘School . professor  Laurie
“Levenson, a former assist-
ant U.S. attorney. “If there is
‘anybranchor tentacleofthe
“conspiracy that has operat-

o w1thm as many as five

g
this argument In the real

. world, I'would guessthatthe

o statutehasrun.?)
Sebastopol and
-asadrug smuggler; Steven-

Looking backon hzs time

son has few misgivings: g
. “Regrets? I regret not.

ever finishing high school or

university, but I never regret

“doing what1 didasfarasthe

‘pot goes,” he said. “Inever,
: “everfelt guilty.”:

“Obviously, they hed to.
me,.” said Bush,whoalsowas -

not involved in the drug op-

- erationled by Ron, who au- -
thoritiesbelievewaskilledin
Mexico, noted a 1995 article
in the Press Democrat of

- ‘SantaRosa, Calif.. '

- Among Stevensonsfond~
est memories are his times
in Moroceo. He remembers

- sleeping in the grimy hut
near acres of cannabis. He
“remembers  packing the
“ buses with drugs. And here-
~mebers a ride in a Merce-
des through Fez on s moon-

litevening.
“I'linever forget Iwas sit-
ting ontop of the car, and we

&  were driving through Yoz
and all these kids started

crowdmg around,” Steven-

- son said. “Not 20, 30. Hun-
“dreds of them. And they

asked, ‘Where are you from?’
“ “Ipointed to themoon.”

_ danielmiller@latimes.com
- Twitter: @danielnmiller -




